
OCEANS PROTECTION PLAN

HOW TO BE A RESPONSIBLE 
VESSEL OR BOAT OWNER

PLAN TO BECOME 
AN OWNER

OBTAIN A  
LICENCE OR 
REGISTRATION

MEET ALL SAFETY 
REQUIREMENTS

PROPERLY 
DISPOSE AT 
END‑OF‑LIFE

Find out what you’ll 
need: 
• Required documents 

(licence or registration)
• Insurance
• Training
• Safety equipment
• Consider future 

costs of mooring, 
maintaining and 
disposing of your 
vessel or boat

• Register any 
commercial vessel

• License or register 
a pleasure craft with 
an engine of 10 
horsepower or more

• Keep your licence or 
registration up to date

• Obtain wreck 
removal insurance 
(an obligation if your 
vessel is 300 gross 
tonnage or more)

• Keep your vessel 
or boat in good 
condition

• Have a proof of 
competency or 
certification

• Follow safe boating 
practices

• Respect the 
environment

• When you sell your 
vessel or boat, ensure 
that the ownership 
documentation is 
transferred properly

• Never abandon, 
neglect or deliberately 
sink a vessel or boat

• Recycle or dispose 
of your vessel or 
boat legally and 
responsibly

For more information, please consult: www.tc.gc.ca/abandonedboats


